
Camden Historic Resources Committee 
Minutes 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 - History Center, Camden Public Library 
 
Call to Order: 4:02pm 
Members Present: Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Rosalee Glass (RM), Dawna Pine (ALT), 
Beedy Parker (ALT) 
Volunteer: Susan Snead 
Visitor: Elizabeth Moran 
Select Board Liaison: Alison McKellar 
 
Secretary’s Report/ Review of Minutes: Minutes approved as written. 
 
Chair’s Report: Pat Skaling read the following message from the Town Office: 
All appointments and calls for the Town Attorney should be made through the Town Manager’s 
office.  The Town Attorney is typically here Monday mornings.  If you need an appointment with him, 
please let the Town Manager’s Assistant Janice Esancy know and refrain from contacting him 
directly. The proper chain of command for the Town Attorney is through the Town Manager’s Office. 
 
Dawna Pine’s correct phone number – 230-8062 
 
Belvedere Historic Preservation Fund grants are expected to be announced by Sept 15th. 
 
Select Board Liaison’s and/or Town Manager’s Report:  Alison McKellar updated committee on 
Mary E. Taylor School status.  Maine Preservation has placed MET on its list of threatened historic 
places and buildings in the state.  (See link below.)  Pat Skaling will write a letter to the School Board 
expressing HRC’s support to preserve and/or repurpose the MET building. 
 
Route 1 update: The town has asked DOT to ease up on its anticipated public hearing schedule so 
the public can take a thorough look at proposed overhaul plans of a Route 1 section close to the 
Lincolnville town line.  No meetings announced, yet. 
 
 
HRC GOALS/OLD BUSINESS 
 
Stewardship 

Village Green: Judy McGuirk reported that the Camden Garden Club workday on Sept. 1st. 
was a success.  Some plants have suffered and several others have died due to lack of water.   
Next workday will be Oct 5th at 8:30am. 

 
Town Records: Pat Skaling will deliver the letter she wrote, on behalf of HRC, to the Select      
Board expressing our concerns about record storage, recommending the issue is studied and 
a plan is outlined to address the situation.  (letter attached- pg. 3) 

 
Elizabeth Moran expressed concerns about historic materials/documents currently stored at 
the library and the Conway House as well as the town office. She volunteered to contact the 
state to see if they could send someone to access our needs and make recommendations. 
 
Alison McKellar would like to see the town set aside a budget to digitize the historic records. 
 
 
 

 
 



Education/Recognition 
Expanding Historic Districts Downtown: Pat Skaling reported that another round of contacting 
the owners of buildings in the proposed Bay View Expansion District did not yield new 
participation.  Michael Goebel-Bain of Maine Preservation advised that none of the buildings 
are strong enough to qualify individually for the National Register.  As a stand-alone, both 
interior and exterior must qualify. 

  
Signage for Historic Districts:  Pat Skaling met with Chris and Rosalee Glass to discuss the 
history of the Camden/Rockport Landmarks Commission and plaques for historic buildings in 
Camden.  (report attached – pg. 4&5) 
The committee discussed whether we have time to take on plaques as a project.  More 
discussion is needed. 
 
Chris and Rosalee Glass’ Talk at Camden Library: Subject of talk has changed since 9/12 
meeting.  Chris will present a slide lecture titled “The Golden Age of Camden’s Cottages” on 
October 24th, 7pm – 8:30pm.  
http://www.librarycamden.org/event/the-golden-age-of-camdens-cottages-2/ 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS   

Planning Board Update: Pat Skaling met with Lowrie Sargent to address our roll in a 
preservation ordinance.  Several suggestions came out of the meeting: 

● HRC needs more clout, more visibility 
● HRC should suggest 4 or 5 ideas to be included in a draft ordinance 
● Focus should be public buildings 

 
Continue orientation for members of materials found in Archives of the History Center: Rosalee 
Glass and Susan Snead - Orientation postponed until next meeting.   
 
NEXT MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR THE 3RD TUESDAY IN OCTOBER – OCT 17TH @ 
4pm.       OCTOBER MEETING CANCELED 
 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE: NOVEMBER 14, 2017 @ 4:00pm, History Center, Camden Public Library 
 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy McGuirk 

 
Video of interior of MET 
https://www.facebook.com/METMatters/videos/119971731996391/ 
 
Photos of interior and exterior of MET 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alisonmckellar/sets/72157685731701804 
Article about Maine Preservation's endangered places list: 
http://penbaypilot.com/article/maine-preservation-places-camden-s-mary-e-taylor-school-and-waldo-theatre-its-most-
end/91596 
 
Direct link to Maine Preservation's Full list: 
https://mainepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2017-Maines-Most-Endangered-Places-List-2.pdf 
 
Interesting Historic Preservation links: 
Deb Andrews, Portland Historic Preservation Manager - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL9OfmuLWlY 
Portland’s Historic Preservation website - http://www.portlandmaine.gov/766/Historic-Preservation 

https://www.facebook.com/METMatters/videos/119971731996391/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alisonmckellar/sets/72157685731701804
http://m.penbaypilot.com/article/maine-preservation-places-camden-s-mary-e-taylor-school-and-waldo-theatre-its-most-end/91596
http://m.penbaypilot.com/article/maine-preservation-places-camden-s-mary-e-taylor-school-and-waldo-theatre-its-most-end/91596
https://mainepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2017-Maines-Most-Endangered-Places-List-2.pdf
http://www.portlandmaine.gov/766/Historic-Preservation


 
 
 
 
September 26, 2017 
Dear Camden Select Board Members: 
 
The Historic Resources Committee wishes to bring to the attention of the Select Board the 
inadequate and insecure storage of Camden’s town records, both vital records (birth, death, 
marriage, divorce) and other records such as invaluable, real estate transfers, tax reports, town 
reports, town plans, and committee reports. Many of these old reports date back to the late 
1700s and have no other copies. 
 
As you probably know, currently the town records are held in a small closet in the Opera House 
building which is not a fireproof vault as required by the State of Maine for vital records storage. 
As it is now, a sprinkler head in the storage closet may provide some protection from fire, but 
may potentially destroy the fragile records by water. 
 
Having visited Linda Greenlaw, Town Clerk in Rockport, and Katrina Oakes, Camden Town 
Clerk, in order to get a picture of what is stored and how it is stored and if the two towns might 
share a storage space, the Historic Resources Committee realizes that safe storage is not a 
minor issue and not a task that can be undertaken without serious research and discussion. 
 
It is our recommendation that the Select Board appoint and assign a committee of qualified 
persons familiar with the preservation of historic documents to inventory the documents 
currently stored, research best practices for storage, and recommend a plan for secure records 
storage. 
 
From our brief research and inquiries, we strongly feel these stored documents are historic 
resources. To preserve them adequately will require a location that provides temperature, 
humidity, light and air-quality control, in addition to fire protection. Digitation of some of these 
documents would also ensure safe access in the future as they become more fragile. 
 
Developing a preservation plan will require deciding what needs to be preserved and what does 
not; inventorying and creating a priority list of what needs to be addressed first; determining if a 
co-operative plan might be shared with another community or with the public library; deciding on 
physical space requirements and specific systems; and estimating costs and seeking grants or 
other funding. Long-term planning is a necessity and will undoubtedly require funds to achieve 
its goals. The town would be pro-active if it could begin accruing money for this project now. 
 
Attached are two articles which provide information about the need for action. 
 
Respectfully, 
Pat Skaling, Chair 
and the Camden Historic Resources Committee 
 
 
http://www.ala.org/rusa/resources/guidelines/guidelinespreservation 
https://www.nedcc.org/free-resources/preservation-leaflets/2.-the-environment/2.1- 
temperature,-relative-humidity,-light,-and-air-quality-basic-guidelines-for-preservation 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CAMDEN-ROCKPORT LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
 
The first meeting of the Camden Landmarks Commission was held on July 30, 1980. It was 
established as a branch of the Camden Improvement Committee (CIC) of the 
Rockport-Camden-Lincolnville Chamber of Commerce. It was convened by Col. Wendell 
Johnson representing both the CIC and the Camden-Rockport Historical Society. 
 
Shortly after the first meeting of the Camden Landmarks Commission, the 
Camden-Rockport Historical Society suggested that a similar commission be established 
in Rockport, and the Rockport Conservation Committee established its counterpart in 
Rockport. Together the two groups constituted the Camden-Rockport Landmarks 
Commission. 
 
During October and November of 1980, the Camden-Rockport Landmarks Commission 
held organizational meetings and created letterhead stationery, a form letter, and a survey 
card. The initial project of the group was to conduct a survey of the historic buildings within 
the Camden town limits. The Camden Landmarks Commission invited anyone with 
information to contact the Commission c/o Christopher Glass. Interested persons were to 
complete a form and present old documents, photographs and histories of their houses. 
 
On December 3,1980, a three-day survey by automobile was done covering every street 
in Camden known to have older homes. Those conducting the survey were Wendell 
Johnson, Ernest Maxcy, and Ralph Erskine. Lists were made of all houses 75 years or 
older. An audio tape was made of the last day of the automobile survey! 
 
During the winter of 1980 and Spring 1981, surveys were conducted, worksheets 
completed, criteria and guidelines established, and a historic marker was designed by 
architect, Christopher Glass and approved by the Landmarks Commission, the 
Rockport-Camden-Lincolnville Chamber of Commerce, and the Camden-Rockport 
Historical Society. The markers were cast by Richard Remsen. 
 
The Landmarks Commission met every two to three weeks conducting surveys in between. 
It was decided that, with certain exceptions, a building should be at least 75 years old to 
qualify as historic and must not have "suffered modification" that had destroyed its lines 
from an architectural viewpoint. Owners would pay for the markers, but the markers would 
be considered the property of the Commission which might disqualify a building as no 
longer historic if at a later date it was altered to destroy its architectural integrity. 
 
Since the Commission did not have enough personnel to conduct the research for each 
house, instructions and sources of information were provided to an owner for researching 
the house's history. An applicant completed the form which was available at the town office 
and researched from data obtained from the Camden-Rockport Historical Society, 
references in books, clippings, deeds and legal documents, and from 1856 and 1875 maps 
of Camden and Rockport. 
 
The first approved Landmarks list in Camden included: 87 Chestnut (Jacobs House); 
the Congregational Church (Elm Street); the Whitehall Inn (High Street); 4 Union 
(Capt. Nicholas Berry House); 6 Eaton (former Episcopal Rectory). 
 
Once houses of verified historical significance were identified, the Landmarks 
Commission made metal plaques available bearing the insignia of the Commission and the 



date of the home's construction. These plaques were proudly affixed to the houses. 
 
The Commission determined two categories of compliance: 
 
Category I the structure complies with all the criteria 
 
Category II the structure, although not fully meeting the criteria, contributes to the 
architectural character of the town. 
 
Category I plaques were black. Category II were dark green. Both had gold dates. A 
$25.00 donation was required for each plaque. A certificate inscribed by calligraphy was 
also awarded each homeowner. (Later notes indicate a $30.00 fee was charged for casting 
and the gilding and calligraphy were donated by Roles Richards and Elizabeth Kaynor.) 
 
Another function of the Landmarks Commission was to apply on behalf of the homeowners 
to have houses considered for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. At the 
time the Commission was established in 1980, only three structures in Camden were on 
the National Register: the Camden Yacht Club (1909); Norumbega (1886); and the 
Conway House (c. 1780). 
 
A letter dated January 14,1986, to Earle Shettleworth, Jr. of Maine Historic Preservation 
from Ernest Maxcy indicated waning activity on the part of the Landmark Commission. A 
return letter from Mr. Shettleworth suggested a comprehensive historic building survey to 
awaken interest. Indeed, a few years later High Street citizens completed a survey and the 
High Street Historic District was added to the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
(Research still needed to document total number of buildings certified.) 
 
Pat Skaling 
 
September, 2017 


